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diſengage yourſe elves ſometimes from t 
flictle intereſts and amuſements of life, to 
Call off the mind from ſenſual purfurrs to 
| ſeriouſneſs and recoll e. h ighly uſe- 

ful in itſelf, and is alſo matter of poſitive duty, 
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By a long and cloſe ele to the | 
fares, the buſineſs, but eſpecially the vanities of 
life, men grow inſenſibſe to things of more 
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ſteals upon a Chriſtian, from that neceſſary in- 
tercourſe ICE rn ene whi h the condi- 


of great ape dance frequently to examine the 
its love and 


nd diſſaſte, that we 
may be enabled to judge, whether its chief 


temper and diſpoſition of the ſor 
averſion, its ſatisfaction and 


pleafite be rational, and becoming the dignity 
4 its high original; but eſpecially to look for. 


ward to that ſolemn period, whic muſt ſhortly _ 


cloſe the ſcene of all preſent enjoyments, and 


lay open an unclouded proſpect of eternity. 
To render this proſpect deſirable now, and a- 


greeable when it arrives, the example recorded 


in che text may be highly uſeful, 
the troubles nor temptations of this life, can 


have much influence upon him, who by a lively 
faith and ſteadfaſt hope has reſpe to the re- 
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of this: chapter had laid down this . Pro- 
tion, that God is a reuarder of m that 

diligenthi ſeek. him ; and that the belief of chis 


propoſition is neceſſary. to invite our addreſſes- 


and application to him; to encourage us in the 


way of godlineſs, to confirm our diligence and 
perſeverance, and more eſpecially to animate 
and ſupport us under the afflictions and. perſe- 
cutions which at any time befall us. In proof 
of what he had aſſerted, he proceeds to xem- 


plify the truth of it, by adducing ſundry in- 
ſtances of holy men, who, in virtue of this faith, 


(i. e. the firm belief that God would finally 
reward them for their ſufferings) had chear- 


fully undergone the ſevereſt inſtances of per: 


ſecution, and had even laid down their lives i in 
the joyful expectation of a glorious reward, 
which God had reſerved for them in heaven. 
The particular inſtance in the text, by a pe- 
culiar diſpoſition of divine providence, did not 
indeed proceed to this laſt extremity, God 


having preſerved this man to become the in- 


ſtrument of a moſt wonderful and gracious 
economy, which, agreeable to the purpoſes of 


his wiſdom, was then ripe for being diſcloſed 
to the world. But in the firmneſs of his vir. 
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world, with 3 5 we are e required to conten 5 == 
riches and incereſts, the ambition and vani- - 
the lults and „„ that ſolicit our gens -.. 
regards3/ theſe, caſt a veil over the proſpect of | "57 
farute'glories,. and dim the brightneſs of the —_ 
unfading 'crown of immortality. But if our 1 = 
ided us with motives that are 2 
ſupport men under perſecutions "= 
„ . che Se motives ſhould be 1 = 
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doctrine, by re 825 however the proſpect 
of a reward might be admitted as an encourage- 

ment to men under the former ſervile diſpen 
ſation, yet it is unworthy to enter into the re- 

gards of a chriſtian, who ought to be influenced 
by more generous motives, nor admit any 

as an encouragement to duty, but what ſolely 

terminates upon the love of God and Chriſt; 

every thing but this, they eſteem ſelfiſh" and 
mercenary, unworthy the ſpirit of the goſpel. 

This I apprehend to be upen the 

chriſtian religion, ſince not only old*wty- 

ment worthies looked forward to the gleinies 
which ſhould after be revealed, birt the chriſtian 
ſaints and martyrs were encouraged to contend 
for the prize of their high calling, to preſs - 

forward towards it, and to Nats reſpect to the 

: r e of reward, to the crown of life, 

which hath reſerved foi D! ſuch as love him. 

Nay, and to pur the matter beyond all diſpute, 

our bleſſed Saviour himſelf” is ſaid to have 

endured the croſs, for the fog) that was ſet before 

vim. We may therefore very well eſteem this 

motive as a lawful ſpur and incentive to dur 

which is confeſſedly allowed ro have animated 
che ſaints under the old teſtament, and martyrs 
under the new!" and even to have attracted che 


regards of the captain of our en himſelf. 


very reward ufelf, 2 
Feri f can in its ow. nature have no 
weight or anfluence, till the love 

lace in We heart. Narr di 


| L 1 b Gedgan dee of a f 
F inconſiſtent wich each other. For wherein 
does the future reward ue but in the 


| 3 of God, and thoſe pleaſures which 
| y flowifrom the Nele vilion of him, 

| e 
| | an Bot as great a R 
| | C t. hen truly underſtobd be 


= ſought. after, or even deſired by thoſe who are 
1 deſtitute of the love of God. A man muſt 
15 "have a real affection for God, muſt be renewed 
1 after the divine image, in righteouſneſs and true 
4 | holineſs, before he is really capable of having a 
i due reſpedt to the recompence of reward, before 
133 he can feel the want, or perceive the excellency 
2 of it, or be at all influenced by it. They quite 
miſtake the thing, and ſhew themſelves to bei 
1 entirely ignorant of the nature of the future 
1 ſtate, who imagine it to conſiſt in any thing 

ut: a larger participation of God's moral per- 
tions, and a conſtant eternally uninterrupted 
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and furcher degrees of moral” and ſpiritual 


pertection: And in this alſo. ct afiſts eee 
reward. Jo lock for any other, or to enter- 


tertain any other lower notion or conception. 


af it than this, is rather to e- pect a mahome-. 
tan 3 chan a CY aven. ibis 


Ab — ae were more e con- 
fi ſidered: and weighed than I fear it commonly 
is. Lam perſuaded it would have a good: effect 
upon mens lives, and would perhaps, teach 
ſome people to fear and tremble at their con- 
dition, who think themſelves in a Ne Ts to. 
heaven: For too many look upon the future 
ſtare rather as a place than a condition. It is. 
like ſome fine and healthful climate (they think) 
. as there will be no place for pain or 
exil, or miſery, for ſickneſs. or ſorrow, for trou- 
ble or diſappointment; ſo it will abound wich 
che moſt agreeable pleaſures, the moſt: raviſhing: 
ights and entertainments, that their hearts 

can wiſh for. But then unfottunately they toò 
* form their notions of the pleaſures and 
entertainments they ſhall: receive; from thoſe 
. il enjoyments 
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be forhe hw orother gredtiy imptoved | 
vcyond what they have ever yet ex gencem | 
Now Where ſuch ſenſual notions 4s theſe pre- 

Fail tis no wonder that mer ſflould be DN 7 1 
and negligent of their lives fine if they have r 
but time to ask mercy and forgiveneſs of God 1 
and to aſſure him that they have no hatred or | 
averfion-to him, But {are ſincerely defirous 'of — =_ 
going to heaven, they conclude they have done | _ 
enough to engage the divine compaſſion,” and ; = 

| that God will therefore undoubtedly: hearken 
to their requeſts. ut now fhould theſe men 
have their eyes open d, and be caught to fee 
that heaven andi d future reward are quite dif- 

ferent things from what they have all Alon 

apprehended them to be, that they conſiſt in a 
divine temper and diſpoſition of ſoul; which is 
form d after the image of God, and parcicipates 
of his nature and perfections, and chat in pro: 
portion to the degrees of this ſpiritual improve: 

ment, are the degrees of their happineſs and 

enjoyment; that theſe joys and that happineſs 


BK are impoſſible to be ee or embraced; 
but by thoſe who have previouſly acquired ſuch 
= A Ry 0 the psf of God. = FR if 


ho”; 
S 7 ? 2 
*, 5 


r ff 
happineſs; they would be in 


of misjudging their own condition, and would | 
be more ſolicitous of acquiring that holineſs. 
here, without which they will never be admitted 


9 God hereafrer.. PT ISL] be e 


It is a folly for any man to flatter or deceive 


himſelf 3 in a matter of ſuch infinite concernment 
as that of eternal 8 hut tis terrible to 
think of an everlaſting exiſtence in miſery. 
The affair in regard: to each mult be ſettled 
in this life, after which it becomes irreverſible. 
The future judgment makes no real alreration, 
it is only declaratory of what we ourſelves 
_ eſtabhſh, by our on good or ill conduct in 
life. The capacity will indeed be enlarged 
after chat event, to feel 4 full flow of happi- 
neſs; or the full weight of God's wrath reſpec- 
tively, according to the ſentence of each. But 
they are in a conditional ſtate of election or 


reprobation previous to that period, and would: 


they but impartially weigh their own temper 


and diſpoſition, and conduct towards God, they i 


might nearly form a judgment of their ſtate, 
wn. by thus: judging themſelves: by. a proper 


care and circumſpection might be led to pre- 


vent the judgment of God. 5 Thus 
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be true, what a noble motive is it, to ſup 


the chriſtian under the greateſt troubles and 


difficulties that can befall him in this hte 7 "os 


The force of his motive would appear i in- 
deed to greater advantage by conſidering the 
nature of that reward which we are thus en- 


couraged to aſpire after But in truth, of this 


Jam able to ſay but little for the things 


that God hath reſerved for us in heaven, are too 


big for utterance, or even for conception. 
The mind is overborn and ſinks under the 
weight of its on images, when it labours to 


comprehend the glories of the future ſtare; 
Glorious things are indeed ſpoken of the city 
ef God in the holy ſcriprures ; but a perfect 


and diſtin& image of them is beyond mortal 


apprehenſion. And therefore it is that the 
joys and glories of that ſtate are repreſented 
by crowns and ſceptres, and ſuch other enſigns 
of royalty and ſplendor, as imply the greateſt 


dignity and enjoyment that we are acquainted + 


vai reer however as our conceptions 
ale, 


ch _ N mann in my rext, by 
proving that it is lawful to have reſpect to the 
recompence of reward. And if this doctrine 
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under trials and temprations; x 
wich diligence and induſtry in the woe of — 


the firmament, will they + urn many to rig R 


are, Wey are ſufficient ev animate var forcicude 
co inſpich d 


Lord, ſince we have the  highe ſt aſlaxance . 

owr labour ſbad not be in van i 4 1 ago 1 

CFC l 4 
Even! chit ſelerun employ lene 6f oth: (ih 

reverend brethren) filled with ſo many cares 

and inquietudes, and requiring ſo much firm- 

nefs and diligence, ſo much wildons and pru- 

dence to render it ſueceſsful if it be difcharged 

with integrity and a good conſcience, will meet 

with a reward infinitely beyond all che labour 

and difficulties * it; for — y Who are thus 

wiſe we are told fell ſhine ar the' "Grighmeſs 0) 
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Were it «Ideal -offible f 0 me os repr flint 
e joys of that bleſſed kingdom; and the never 


Ped pleaſures that flow at God's right hand, 


could'I defcribe the exalted ſatisfaction that 
ariſes from the bleſſed: viſion of God, from the 


company and converſation of { aints and angels, 1 
of cherubim and ſeraphim, noble army of 1 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect 


martyrs, 
che general affembly: ard chu of Hi of the firſt 
8 born, 


1 


* 


4 


* 


RY Chang le, IY; N 


n 


* 


temptations chat beſet chem in 
ſtate, tho ey were indeed * 


Ss In view off this rec 


| weight of af me wiſe and: 

righteous providence thought fit to lay upon 
un; wich exemplary!) patience, fortitude- and 
reſignation. rneſtiy — an 


Peer N 


to bring glory to 1 


IT : N ' q ö 55 
F . "oF 8 O : J A 
& 2 * * A 2 9 3 k Fi ” z , 4 £48 $3 * 16 


* ht 4 9 "ILY 


rch 
tions 


= fu " exerciſe of his miniſtry; yet 205 red 
x his deſires'to the will and wiftſom of his bleſ 
_ ſed maſter, who beſt knows how to diſpoſe of 
i his ſervants, and what inſtruments to employ. 
1 Tf for effecting the purpoſes of his grace. Few 
1 | men indeed have had a larger opportunity of 
exerciſing the miniſterial function, or fewer in- 
terruptions in it; and very few I am perſuaded 
have made a more faithful and diligent uſe of 
the opportunities afforded them. For above 
thirty years (I ſuppoſe) he was ſcarce de- 
tained a day, by ſickneſs or ſuch like accident, 
= from officiating in the public duties of the 
1 | church; but it pleaſed God in his righteous 
= providence, for the laſt nine years of his life; | 
to lay him under an incapacity for public ſer- 
vice. Such a long courſe of preceeding health 
= was certainly a very ſingular bleſſing of God, 
—_ which this worthy perſon failed not to improve 
_ to the beſt advantage of himſelf, "ind of Wer 
= people mittelt to A cha 1 — 


bUbthods; te was fo genera! y well sst 2 
mong you, that I can offer irtle i in the fd 
| character po mans this'f 


to be inform d, that under the advantage of , 
good natural capacity, joined with 3 di 
gence and application, he made an early pro- 
ficiency in uſeful literature, and was accordin 
ly ſoon. diſtinguiſhed as likely: to become en 
nent in his profeſſion. As he turned his mind 
chiefly to theological ſtudies, and the culriva; 
tion: — thoſe, languages chat might aſſiſt him 
in acquiring a competent knowledge of eccl 
fiaſtical hiſtory, he had ſoon a call to the mini 
ſtry in a neighbouring govemment. The 15 
of this. ſtation he diſcharged. with indefatigabl 
diligence and, fidelity, and acquired the univerſal 
love and reſpect of his people. But he was nor 
ſuffer d to continue long here. His learni 
and piery, his: wiſdom and prudence, joined wi 
an excellent ſpirit of government, recommend 
ed him to a ſtill more public employment, and 
he was accordingly choſen to preſide over a ſemi- 
nary of learning which had then newly been 
eſtabliſhed. This preferment he enjoyed wi 
honour to himſelt, and with the ee | 
of the public, till in the courſe of reading and 
exitical enquiry, he found himſelf under a neceſ- 
firy of conforming to the church of England. 
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